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A drastic reduction in MI was observed in the roots treated for a short 
period with cannabis. This inhibitory effect of the alkaloid can result from 
either obstruction of the onset of prophase or to an arrest of one of the 
mitotic phases. In fact, the alkaloid, due to its action on the spindle, causes 
an arrest in metaphase, producing a high percentage of this stage at the 
expense of the p rophase. But the mitotic phase numbers were very low. Thus, 
the reduction in MI must be due mainly to the inhibitory action of the 
chemical on the onset of mitosis, in spite of the metaphase arrest. Therefore 
cannabis differs from colchicine action. The latter causes an increase in MI 
due to the metaphase arrest as well as to its stimulatory action on mitosis 
(DAVIDSON and MACLEOD 1966, WEBSTER and DAVIDSON 1969). This led us 
to conclude that cannabis causes a partial effect on spindle formation and 
also showed a mitodepressive effect particularly after long treatment. In 
this respect it is largely similar to other narcotic alkaloids (DEYSSON 1968). 
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H u n d r e d s  of p h o t o g r a p h s  d e m o n s t r a t i n g  the  scientific ac t iv i ty  arc p roduced  daily,  b u t  the i r  
scientific va lue  is only  rare ly  combi ned  wi th  an  aes the t ic  sensat ion.  T h a t  is w h y  the  book being 
reviewed ha s  a t t r a c t e d  m y  a t t en t ion .  T he  a u t h o r ' s  a im is to advise  the  reader  how to t ake  a n d  
p roduce  technica l ly  and  aes the t ica l ly  perfec t  p h o t o g r a p h s  of  na tu ra l ,  m o s t l y  bo tan ica l  objects .  
F r o m  th is  po in t  of  view" the  chap te r s  deal ing wi th  special  p rob lems  of n a t u r a l  a n d  scientific 
p h o t o g r a p h y ,  e.g. chap te r s  C omprehens i on  of  t he  P ic tu re  (Eth ics  anti  accuracy ,  Scientific 
significance in pho tog raphs ,  P rev i sua l i za t ion  of s ignif icant  fea tures ,  Composi t ion) ,  Ecological ly  
Sound  Fie ld  P h o t o g r a p h y ,  Cl imat ic  P rob l ems  in Field P h o t o g r a p h y ,  etc. are  of  par t i cu la r  
in teres t .  

The  overal l  impress ion  is of  a book  which  is no t  only  well wr i t t en  b u t  also well pr in ted.  The  
a t t a c h e d  har tdy  p a m p h l e t  s u m m a r i z i n g  t he  Fie ld-Use  Da ta ,  n u m e r o u s  i l lus t ra t ions  a n d  especial ly 
more  t h a n  70 perfec t ly  r ep roduced  p h o t o g r a p h s  of  t he  a u t h o r  are  add i t iona l  asse t s  of  th i s  
publ icat ion.  

The  vo lume  will cer ta in ly  be welcomed a n d  deserw~dly apprec ia ted  even  by  scientific workers .  
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