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BOOK REVIEW

STRICKBERGER, M. W.: Geneties, — Seeond Edition, Maemillan Publishing Company, Ine.,
New York, Collier Magmilian Publishors, London, 1976, Pp. 648, Figs. 548, Taba. 139.

The development of genetics stimulated many authors to generalization and eategorization
of knowledge, in order to make it aceessible not only to scientific workers, but also to students.
This trend hus been roflected in Prof. M. W, Strickhorger’s “‘Gonetics’, whose first edition ap-
peared in 1968, The second edition is extended by the most recent knowledge, especially that of
molscular genstics.

The publication iz divided into six parts, each being subdivided into chaptors or subchapters.

The firat purt is devoted to the idantification of ths genetic material. The author deals with
the history of genetics, cell division, chromosome morphelogy and ultrastrueture, reproduetion
cyelea, characterization of nuelele acids, their synthesia and replication,

The second part involves L0 chaptors. In the main, tha anthor deals with the transfor and
distribution of the genotic material. Besides Mendesl Jaws, he disousses the probability and
statistical treatment, the relationship betwoen dominunce and recessivity, multiple alleles, the
effect of environmental factors on gene exprassion, gene interaction, lathality, sex detormination
and sox linkage, evtoplasmatic heredity, heredity of quantitative characters and thoeir analysis.
This part is of the largest extent and involved most information on the classical gensties inter-
preted in tho light of the latsst finding-.

The third part of the publication is devoted to the arrangomont of the genetic material,
namoly to the linkage, rosombination and mapping of genes of diploid prganisma, recombination
of fungi, bacteria and viruses.

The fourth part invelves the changes and strusture of the ganetic material. Besidos changes in
chromosome number it discusses those in chromoesomo structure, gene mutations, induced genctic
changes in general and geno fine strusture.

In the fifth part the latest knowledge of the function of the genetic material is concentrated:
genetie eontrol of proteins and their synthesis, the fundamentals of the gonotie eode, gene regua-
lation and diffsrantiation of orgonisms beginning with viruses, bacteria and ending with
multicsflular organisms,

The sixth part deals with the gunetic study of populationsz, eoncerning gono frequency and
Population equilibrinm, changos in geno frequeney, inbresding and heterosis, genetic structure of
populations and evolution of species. The final ehapter brings » few philosophical quostions, as
e.g.: “What aro the pergpectives of evolution of man and in what dirochion this evolution will
ocenr?”

Each chapter of the book iz supplemonted with suttable illustration material (diagrams, photo-
graphs and tablos) and with a list of practical and theoretical exercises, and coneluded by a list
of literature cited. At the end of the book author and subject indexes are atfached. The book
iz written in & vivid, iatelligible, and very instructive siyle.
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