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StrHshurl ler 's  Tex tboak  or l i o t m t y . . -  G. Fischer-Verlag,  St .ut tgar t  1976, 877 pp,,  64.--  1)M. 

:Beginning wi th  ] 8 9 4 , t h e  scientif ic publ ic  ha s  got  in to  i ts  h a n d s  t im m a n y  t imes  reedi ted  
* ' four -man  book"  .--- the  pop~flar G e r m a n  , ,Lelarbueh der B o t a n i k "  w~)II-known ae ,,St.ra.~hurger". 
U p  to  now,  t he  book ha s  pas sed  t h r o u g h  t h i r t y  G e r m a n  edi t ions,  each  o f  t h e m  being  jo in t ly  
e m b r a c e d  b y  s t u d e n t s  axrd those  who w a n t e d  to rev ive  their  bas ic  knowledge  in pa r t i cu la r  f idds  
~)f tm~tmy. I n  t.h~* pa .~  s(~wm .h:cades. t he  book hs.s subsbarl t ial ly changed  as new a u t h o r s  h a v e  
joinf*d the  t e a m  ( founded by  E.  S t rasburger ,  1~'. Nell ,  H.  Schenek  aml A. F.  W.  Schimper)  and  f,ho 
p rogress  m b o t a n y  ha s  b r o u g h t  fnrth(~r in fo rmat ion  or~ t.)Ie p l an t  kb~gd~*m. 1-n view of th i s ,  the  book 
neve r  " g ~ w  old ~' a n d  retairu.~d a h lgh  up - t o -da t e  s t a n d a r d .  1~ r, he  lal~esl, fo rm,  it. r ep resen t s  t he  
collectivt~ work  o f  f .b i r f~n  star, hers  wh ich  brnughb bogelah~)r in a single vo lu ine  t, he  eompr(~hervqive 
da.i-a deal ing wi th  p l a n t  moz'phology (Pa r t  one). phys io logy  l~Part, two),  Wst, ema t i c s  a n d  ew)lut ion 
( P a r t  ] l ime) and  p l a n t  g~,ography (Par6 fmu'). The  book t h u s  ine3u(les the  ma in  a spec t s  charac-  
ter iz ing cytological ,  his tological ,  area]arnica.1 and  m o r p h o l o g [ e ~  s t r uc tu r e s  of  p l an t s  a n d  the i r  
.organs and  t he  e•  o f  the, gevera l  vi tM func t ions ,  retch as t.hc b iochemieM a n d  phys ic -  
logical m e t a b o l i s m ,  gmwt t I  aTtd d e v d o p m e n t ,  rOl;)r~Muetim~, a d a p t a t i o n  processes ,  sic. The  
ana ly s i s  of  p l a n t  r eac t ions  a n d  re.~pon~e.~ t~) ~mvironmcnta l  factors  is w,~ll ba lanced wi th  t he  
dtmerit)ti(m of  pIant, h~O~itus {sys tems] ice  of lower a n d  seed plartts}, planet, worht  dis t r ibut . iona/  
pa t t e rn~  a n d  hisgc~ry. 

'['t1,* (.,dibion o f  this  new :English Lrunslation ( the fiT'st a p p e a r e d  ill 3965} J~l to bO h igh ly  ap- 
pn'(~ciat~:d as it  one~ again] izttT'odu(~e~ t im book to a 'large n u m b e r  of  readers ,  e.si~ueia.lly tho~* 
who are  n~*t aequaint .ed  wi th  German .  The travrslators sueevsful ly  get. ove.r t im diffteulgio,~ eon- 
sisl.ing in the  absence  o f  some :Engli,~h (NulvalelmS to Ge rman  wln'ds attd r  T h e y  also b r o u g h t  
t im retL'rences up-to-(3at~, csimeiMly by  compl e t i ng  them wi th  reecn~ Engli.alx works.  The  vo lume 
i.~ w(~tl a r r a n g e d  a n d  pr in ted ,  exce l len t ly  i l lu s t r a t e4  wi th  579 figm.es, n u m e r o u ~  diagrarms, tables  
.a~M pb.o~,ogt'aphs a n d  st~pplied wi6h t he  eomproho~asiva mK)joet aztd p h m t  index.  
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