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Bb'TCH~, D. N., [NmLCM, I). S,: P lant  Tissue Culturm --  The I ~ t l t u t e  of Biology's  Studies in 
Biology no. 65, Edward  Arnold  (Publishers) Ltd, ,  Lvn.do~. 1976. :Pp. 68, 1.50 Lstg.  

A fh ln  booklet  by two Cambridge au thors  r e p r o v e r s  "oh0 65f.h vo lmne  of  the  "Studies  in 
Biology" ,  which is publ ished for the  u.~ of " ' teachers and sf:udcnSs at  school,  college and  ttni- 
ve r s i ty"  by the Ins t i tu t e  of Biology, Queens Gate, Loudou- Tho edi t ion i tself  covers the  ent i re  
field of  blology and  is wr i t ten  in a poptHar form on  a good prof~)ssional and  u p . t o . d a t e  level. The 
au thors  had  a r a the r  difficult task:  to present  basic knowledge covering the  whole field of p lan t  
t issue culture in a t ex t  trbout t e n  t imes  shor ter  t}um thr usuvA leagth  of  con temporaneous  mono.  
graphs ,  moreover  a t  tku: i~oriod of all inbcmso dcvol(~l)I~CI~t off ~his bralmh (the manusc r ip t  was 
comple ted  ill 1974), Therefore t hey  cmfld hard ly  avokt  r162 errors or  inaccuracies,  e.g. (me 
cannot  give complete  im%rmation o~t the  effect of g rowth  substanc0s on  the imluct ion of  mortfim- 
genesis in cul tures  in a few senteaees ,  when the  results  o f  tho rosoarch in this  ~eld are still far  
f rom being unambiguous .  M(>rcuvor, the year  1974 w ~  rich in i rapovtant  sciontific happea ings ;  
the  knowledge of the  proceedings  of  the  Canadian Sympos ium 0a haplo idy  cr c*t" t t losl)of  tim 
Wor ld  C,ngross  of  IAPT(~ in Leicester  would cause cer ta in  chan~cs,  especially in the  chap te r s  
dealing wi th  t h e  mos t  modern  methods ,  i.e. amtrogoues~, i.r, .vi~o and  pvott)t)last eult.ivation. 

'['he t+:xt is divi&,d in a "classical" way, according ~o t.hc type  of oull.ure (Organs anti Embryos ;  
Calh~ Cultures;  The Growth  of  Single CelTs; Ttm Isolat ion ca<{ Cult.are of" P l a n t  Protoplas ts) .  
The chapters  on root  cul tares  (Butch(~r) and  p lau t -pa th0gen  c~tturcs (lngra.m} are especially wed 
compi led  and  give ovitJ.enec tha t  the  au thors  kave a dlrcc:  c• experleuoc in these  
problems.  The concl~ding chapter  is &*voted to methods, lJecatt~r of it~ a r r angement  (including 
alsr ins t ruct ions  for s imple physioioglcai-morphoiogical  exporimt:nt.s) revealing pedagogical  
e rudi t ion  of  the au thors ,  it  represents  the  main  lmSitlve q~mlit.y of the beoklct .  I n  the  llst o f  the  
lit~>rature r ecommended  Br i t i sh  sources are excessively pvofe.t'ved. Regardless  of  tim fact, t h a t  
it  v,'a~ publ ished 16 years ago, the  elasaical (~altl,hvret's mor~ogtaph shoah{ not  tm lacking. The 
quali%y of i l lustrat ions is rned.[ocro; good pttotogrsk[lks w'0ald well .~abst,[tute for some e l  t~ ,  
s g J x ~ t ,  ie, ~*paee-wa~sbing lfict~ros (ed. cr types  f rom She earl 'or r 

A emncluskm m a y  be  drawer ~Kat the booklet- glv(~.q ~. good 0xampl~ t~) gpeeiali~a h e w  k) it~G)rm 
briefly and  in o, pcqmlar f o r m  of  a wide pt~bh*m; for [~ic,q it. is nix intv~dttetory litcragu.ra of  a good 
quali ty.  i f  furtJmr pabllcati*m8 of  the  s~rte, s rrrentioned will bs  of  ~hi~ p..oftr~ional a n d  ferm,~l level 
(.~tm~o of Lh~ ti t les ar~ ind~ed arts, ac t ive  for a bot~,ma~,}, Bri t ish .~tadont~ a)~d teachers  are  to tw. 
envied,  imE, ed. 
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