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BOOK REVIEW

Burcher, 1. N., INoram, D. 8.: Plant Tissue Culture, — The Institute of Biology's Studies in
Biology no. 65, Edward Arnold (Publishers) Ltd., Loadun 1976. Pp. 68, 1.50 Lstg.

A thin booklet by two Cambridge authors reprasents tho 65th volume of the “Studies in
Biology™”, which iz publishod for tho use of “teachers and studonts at school, colloge and uni-
versity’’ by the Institute of Biology, Queens Gate, Lonidon. The edition itself covers the entire
field of biology and is written in a popular form on & good profossional and up-to-date level. The
authora had a rathor difficuls task: to presont basic knowledge covering the whole fisld of plant
tisguo culture in 8 text about ten tirmes shortor than the usual length of contemporansous mono-
graphs, morcover at the poriod of an intense doveloprent of this branch {the manuseript was
completed in 1974), Thorofors they could hardly aveid eertaln exrers or inaccuracios, e.g. one
cannot give complete information on the effect of growth substunees on the induction of morpho-
genesis 1 cultures in a few ssntences, whan the results of tho roscareh in this field are still far
from boing nnambignons. Moreover, the your 1974 wag rich in impartant seientifie happenings;
the knowledge of the procvedings of the Canadian Symposium on haploidy or of those of the
World Congross of TAPTC in Leieaster would eause eertsin changes, sspecially in tho chapfers
dealing with the most modern mothods, i.e. androgouesis &n witro and protoplast cultivation.

The text is divided in n “classical” way, according to the typ of gulture (Organs and Embryos;
Callas Culturca; The Growth of Single Cells; The lsolation and Culture of Plant Protoplasts).
The chapters on root cultures (Butcher) and plant-pathogen cultuees ([ngram) are especially well
compiled and give ovidenee that the authors have a diroet exprrimental experfenco in these
problems. The concluding chapter is dovoted to mothods. Because of its arrangement (ineluding
also mstruetions for simple physiological-morphological oxporiments) revealing podagogieal
erudition of the authors, it Tepresents the muin pusitive quality of tha booklet. In the list of tho
literatura recommendad British soucces aro excessively proferred. Kegardless of tho faet that
it was published L3 years ago, the elassical Ganbheret's monogeaph should nat be lacking. The
quality of illustrations is rmedioero; good photograpis would well substitute for sorme of too
achenzatie, spaee-wasbing pictaros {e.9. cell tvpes from sho carrob culburo).

A conclnsion may bo drewn that the boollet gives & good oxample fo specislists iew o inform
briefly and it o. popular form of & wide prabloms for laics it is au introduetory literaturs of & good
guality. 11 further publications of tho seres mentionsd will ba of this profossionel and forrasl level
{20 of the hitles are indeed sitrective for o botamat), British students and teachers are Lo be

orvied, ineecd.
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