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ELLENBERG ~, H.: VEGETATION MITTELEUROPAS ~IIT DEN ALPEN IN" OKOLOGISCHER SICHT. -- 
Eugen Ulmer Verlag, S tu t tgar t  1978. Pp. 981. Figs. 499. Tab. 130. Second edition. DM 120,--.  

The second edition of the manua l  covering the Central European vegetat ion t reated from the 
ecological point of view is greatly extended as compared to the  first one. I t  includes all vegetat ion 
types (forest and herbaceous), na tura l  and man-made  or man-induced,  being described according 
to the Ziirich-Montpellier system. 

In  spite of being classified by means  of phytocoenotical  tables the p lan t  communi t ies  are 
characterized mainly  on the basis of autecological and synecological features. 

I t  is esl~cially a great amoun t  of completely new data  result ing from the recent Internat ional  
Biological Projects which have substant ia l ly  enriched the second edition. 

Ample references, a completely new and valuable review of the vegetat ional  uni ts  with the 
characteristic arts, species index including their coenotical and ecological life forms, as well as 
references concerning regional units,  habi ta t  types and coenotieal tables are newly included. 

The main  emphasis  being put  on the description and evaluation of the ecological conditions 
of the biotopes, makes the textbook positively different from other manuals  dealing with similar 
topics. 

Undoubtedly,  this manua l  can be acknowledged as one of the best examples of a modern 
conception in describing the vegetat ion from the ecological and phytocoenological points  of 
vie~v. 
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PANKIIURST, R. J.:  BIOLOGICAL IDENTIFICATION. The Principles and Practice of Identification 
Methods in Biology. -- Edward Arnold, London 1978. Pp. 104. Figs. 20. s 3.20. 

Int roduced by a quotat ion from the Lewis Carrol's book "Through  the Looking Glass", tile 
booklet deals with very modern conceptions of classification of biological objects. Start ing with 
conventional and classical identification methods  such as different types of diagnostic keys, the 
book continues in discussing modern automat ic  identification methods  using computers  and 
other facilities tha t  enable objectiv and/or statist ical methods.  A very helpful small manual .  
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