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This book is a new comprehensive treatise of the  Bryophy ta  occurring in Great  Br i ta in  and  
in I re land;  175 genera and  672 species are described here. I t  is over fifty years since the book 
on Bri t i sh  mosses of such ex ten t  was published. 

I n  the  first chapter  a survey of classification is given. The au thor  t rea ts  Sphagnopsida, 
Andreaeopsida and  Bryopsida  as separate classes, because " the re  is l i t t le  relationship between 
t hem other  t h a n  the  small  size of the  p lants  and  the  dominance of gametophyte  generation".  
He follows the  classification of Fleisoher (Musoi der Flora yon Buitenzorg, 1915--1922), and  
the  nomenclature  of Wijk,  Margadant  and  Florschiitz (Index Muscorum, 1959--1969). 

A key to genera is given in the second chapter .  I n  the  following chapters the  au thor  describes 
individual  genera and  species arranged according to botanical  system. He thoroughly deals with  
ana tomy  and  morphology, and  explains how to dist inguish between similar species. He also 
ment ions  ecology and  distr ibution,  bu t  ra ther  briefly. Most of the  descriptions are followed by  
original il lustrations mainly demonst ra t ing  characterist ic details of plants  (e.g. leaves, capsules, 
groups of cells), hab i t  drawings arc rare. The book contains a list of morphological and  anatomica~ 
terms with several figures and  an  index of species. 

This work offers an  excellent survey of the Bri t i sh  moss flora based on recent views on the  
moss taxonomy;  in addi t ion i t  can be a source of information for the  research in other  countries 
because a great  deal of species described here are widespread outside the  Bri t ish regions, too. 


