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BOOK R E V I E W  

GLOVE~, D. M., (ed.): DNA CLONI~O. A PRACTICAL APPROACH, Vo1. I and  II. -- IRL  Press, 
Oxford -- Washing ton  DC 1985. 190 + 245 pp. US $ 45.00. 

The new addit ion to the series "Practical  Approach" of I R L  is a imed to extend and complement  
the  exist ing laboratory manua ls  for DNA cloning. 

The topics covered in the first of the two volumes include the use of ), vectors tha t  permit  a 
direct selection of reeombinants  in library building and  the  use of k g t l 0  and  ) ,g t l l  vectors for 
eDNA cloning. A set of plasmid vectors tha t  direct the synthesis  of fusion proteins are covered 
as are the pEMBL plasmids. Two approaches to the in vitro mutagenesis  of DNA carried in 
"single-stranded vectors" are presented. There is a detailed description of several methods  to 
a t ta in  a high efficiency t ransformat ion  of E. cell with nacked DNA. The final chapter  looks a t  a 
set of vectors with a broader host  range which allows the propagat ion of plasmid recombinants  
within Gram negat ive bacteria other than  E. coli. In  the second volume, al ternative bacterial 
hosts  are explored, including Bacilli and Streptomycetes. The remaining par t  of the volume re- 
cusses on eucaryotic sys tems with chapters  describing the t ransformat ion  sys tem in yeast ,  Dro- 
sophilla and in plants.  The field of animal  host-vector  sys tems is rapidly evolving and  so there 
m a y  be a call for a separate volume to cover this area. Meanwhile, the general procedures for 
efficient introduct ion of DNA into cultured cells as well as some of the t ransformat ion  vectors 
tha t  can be used are also described. 

A balanced mixture  of descriptions and  laboratory protocols should prove usefulness of these 
books to s tudents  and  teachers of molecular biology. The techniques tha t  are described will find 
widespread application by research workers at  universit ies and  in industry.  
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