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Soil mineralogy, t)hysical chemistry,  h u m u s  ehemist1\v, biochemistry and microbiology are 
scientific branches which enable a basic unders tanding of the soil components  and processes 
occuring in this significant part  of the biosphere. Many findings have been obtained and reported 
recently, bu t  data  on mutua l  interactions of soil minerals, natural  organic substances,  and micro- 
organisms have so far been scarce and an integrated concept has  not  yet  been presented. This 
problematics was the subject of the SSSA symposium held in Washington,  D.C., in Augus t  1983. 
The editors had a lucky idea in asking world's top research workers to write expert ly on the topics 
discussed at  the Symposium 15 chap~r s  which they arranged into this book and thus  significantly 
contributed to filling the gap mentioned above. New findings on both the effect of soil minerals  
on the dynamics  and t ransformat ions  of natural  organic substances and metabolic processes, 
growth, adhesion, and ecology of microorganisms, and on the influence of natural  organic sub- 
stances and microorganisms on the weathering of soil minerMs, pedogenesis, aggregate forrnati~)n, 
surface properties and reactivity, of soil minerals, with additionM regard to nut r ien t  or pollutm~t 
presence, are compiled and summarized in an exquisite way in this publication. The book endeav- 
ours to assess both present and future needs of the scientific research and to s t imulate  integrated 
investigations in the pert inent  scientific field so tha t  the findings obtained might  influence agri- 
cultural production ,~nd measures  aimed at  the preservation of the environment .  The extensiveness 
of this work fully corresponds to the large range of themes it covers and to the depth they 'are 
dealt with; the information provided can be expected to be useful for a number  of years. A con- 
siderable number  of references is added to each chapter. The technically well handled hook with 
many  comprehensive figures, diagrams and photographs is complemented with a subject  index. 
The publication will be without  any  doubt  a useful manual  for research workers, teachers and 
s tudents  interested in soil and environmental  sciences. 
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