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The aim of this publication, based on lectures presented at the 195th National Meeting of the American
Chemical Society (Toronto, 1988) is to provide information on relevant current research in the changes of
the composition and structure of the plant cell wall during growth and differentiation. A further main
objective of the symposium was to bring together scientists from different backgrounds but with
a common interest in the plant cell wall. The introductory article (D. H. Northcote) reviews known data on
the control of the synthesis of the main constituents of the plant cell wall, i.e. polysaccharides and lignin,
and the minor but important proteins and lipids. The further 46 chapters are divided into 8 sections: 1)
Plant cell development ; 2) Plant phenolic compounds ; 3) Biogenesis and structure of protolignin and
cutin;*4) Cellular biogenesis and structure; 5) Pectin and other polysaccharides; 6) Plant-microbe
interactions ; 7) Biodegradation of lignin and tannins, and 8) Biodegradation of cellulose and xylan. The
publication clearly demonstrates how much progress has been made in the field of the biosynthesis and
biodegradation of plant cell wall polymers in the past few years.

Anyone with interest in the subject area of plant cell wall, such as plant physiologists, biochemists and
food scientists will find this publication of much interest.
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