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Rieger, M.: Introduction to Fruit Crops. - Food Products Press, an Imprint of the Haworth Press, Inc., New 
York - London - Oxford 2006. 462 pp. Softbound USD 69.95. ISBN 1-56022-259-0.  
 
The term fruit crop is defined by the author as  
”a perennial, edible crop where the economic product is 
the true botanical fruit or is derived therefrom”. This 
eliminates annuals, such as tomato and melons and 
includes atypical fruit crops, such as coffee, cocoa, oil 
palm and coconut, because of edible parts of true 
botanical fruit. Fruit crops under this definition cover 
worldwide over 40 million hectares and add tens of 
billions of USD per year to the global economy.  
 The present volume provides in encyclopedic form 
extensive review of tropical, subtropical, as well as 
temperate fruits. Descriptions of the crops follow an 
uniform outline covering taxonomy, origin and history of 
cultivation, folklore, medical properties and nonfood 
usage, world production, botanical description, aspects of 
general culture, harvest and postharvest handling, 
contribution to diet and bibliography. The introductory 
chapter deals with the general concepts and terminology 
related to each section of the outline. Fruit species are 

reviewed in alphabetical order in 29 chapters including 
almond, apple, apricot, banana and plantain, blackberry 
and raspberry, blueberry, cacao, cashew, cherry, citrus 
fruits, coconut, coffee, cranberry, date, grape, haselnut or 
filbert, macadamia, mango, oil palm, olive, papaya, 
peach, pecan, pineapple, pistachio, plum, strawberry, 
walnut. The text is accompanied with a number of useful 
tables and figures and includes 30 first-rate color plates.  
 The book is written clearly and concisely, covers an 
enormous amount of material and requires only basic 
knowledge of plant biology and horticulture. Special 
technical terms are explained in the glossary at the end of 
the book. This together with a list of common and 
scientific names of fruit crops, conversion factors of units 
and a subject index enhance the value of the book. This 
unique text and reference source will certainly be of great 
interest to a wide horticultural audience, especially to 
students, teachers and commercial fruit growers.  

 
 

J. TUPÝ (Praha) 


