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Agroecology is a compilation of views on the way how to 
exploit harmoniously land and nature for production of 
food, fuel, fiber, and other resources essential for the life 
of people. Contemporary agroecology mainly explores 
interrelationships between the nature and agricultural 
activities of the people. The book “Introduction to 
Agroecology: Principles and Practices“ of Prof. P.A. 
Wojtkowski provides to the readers a wide spectrum of 
information in readable and well-arranged form. 
 According to the author, agroecology should be more 
than the raising of crops. Through the various 
associations, agroecology should add new insights, 
promotes an interchange of ideas how not to exploit the 
nature and enhances the agriculture in different regions of 
the world.  
 The book is divided into 18 chapters. The main goals 
of the agroecology are specified in the first chapter, and 
mainstreams and alternative forms of agriculture are 
characterized. Further, the attention is given to the 
questions, concerning the territorial basis and the 
landscape planning, biodiversity, agrobiodynamic 
conceptions, problems of the certainty-sustainability, 
climatic risks and productive threats – drought, cold, heat, 
and soil depletion. Following chapters solve the problems 
of the agroecosystems, inputs to the agriculture, use of 

agrochemicals, weeds, pests and diseases protection. 
Furthermore, the importance of trees in agriculture is 
emphasized. Within the frame of each chapter not only 
technological, but also ecological and economical aspects 
are solved. One chapter is also given to the social and 
community questions, concerning the quality of life, 
challenges and economic gains of agroecology. In the last 
chapters, problems of the ecosystems integration, 
intensity exploitation of the soil and agricultural 
landscape are solved. 
 Advantage of the book lies in its complexity and wide 
range, comprising of not only questions and problems of 
the long- and short-term risks related to the farming on 
the land in the agricultural landscape, but also social and 
economical aspects. Book aids to the reader to orientate 
oneself in the full range of the interrelationships and 
interface among the nature and agriculture, shows the 
agroecology in its entity and advises to the reader, how to 
do it and how to achieve “friendly“ and harmonious 
exploitation of the nature and agricultural landscape. 
 The book is interesting by its conception and 
complexity and makes a useful source of information for 
all readers from university teachers and researchers to 
farmers and other sustainable producers. 
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